"G.U.B.I." 

Text: Protserbs 15:3, "The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding 

the evil and the good." 

For many years the name of Scotland Yard was synonymous with crime 

Bureau 
dete&t-ion and the apprhension of criminals. Back in 1908 a iHHgxxiiHKKS 

\ I ' / 

f Investigation was started in our country. In 1935 it became the famous 
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Federal Sasinak Bureau of Investigation that is equally famous throughout 

the world. But long before either of these organizations ever came into 

ofeing, God had his Universil Bureau of Invstigation in operation. I „m 

sure that almost all of us have been ^told at one time or another that God 

is everywhere and that fie sees all that we do and all that we say. 

A mother whose little boy was exteemely bad one day, was at ifeExsna: 

e± her wits end, and finally had reached the point where she felt she had 

to do or say something to make him behave, blurted out to him, "You better 

start behaving, because you know that God is watching you and He sees every- 

hears 
thing that you do and ss. everything that you say." He answered, "Is that 

~all He has to do all day, lay on his stomach up there and watch me?" 

Perhaps this is what many others conjure up in their minds when they 

think about the possibility of God being all-seeing and all-knowing. For 

our Scripture this morning we read of the fall of Jericho and how the 

Israelites took the city and all that was in it. But before the battle 

took place they were warned by Joshua not to take any Ekkaxx of the 

riches of the city for they were to be consecrated to the Lord. 

XJEtxxB Everything was to be burned, except those things that would 

not burn, and these things were the gold, and silver, the vessels of 

bronze and brass and iron. These were to be consecrated to the Lord and 

placed in His treasury. All Israel had to obey these rules, but we read 

in the 7th chapter that a man of the tribe of Jmdah named Achan, felt that 

ne could disobey these rules and not be found out. Everything started 

out so innocently. The battle for Jericho had been ended and all of the 

city had been burned, andd all of the things of value had been taken for 
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the Lord. Now Israel could recuperate from her battles and enjoy a 
measure of prosperity, resting in the assurance they had acted in accord- 
ance with God's will. l fff T IJhuH" 1 "EV iiHrtwrt™— ■■**■**%■» ■■■>»■# v¥»-«^ M ^ i j 

KhJttKX^HyX^KK^rKiXiBXmCHEEEmKXtl!KXHHElIS?:xitlHXSiiHXtiHIIXKEHEEEH±HgxtilS 

K±&ynafe£I:pcfcksx£HE&xw^xxaHgE3CXSC±x&xifeKM Joshua sent men from Jericho to 

spy out the land of Ai, and when they returned, they informed Joshua that 

all of the army would not be needed to conquer this town. So they sent 

3000 men into battle against the army of Ai, and the men of Ai attacked 

them killing 36 of the Israelites. But unbeknown to Joshua and the 

Irsaelites this came about because God had withdrawn His favor and was 

some 
angered because Achan had stolen of the things that should have been 

placed in the treasury of the Lord. 

This defeat disturbed Joshua so much that taa we read (vs 6) 
And Joshua cried out to God and said, (vss 7-9) 
So God told Joshua what must be done (vss 10-15). 

Now Achan the guilty party had taken a beutiful coat styled after the 
Babylonian garments. He had probably reasoned to himself, IWhy let t is 
beautiful coat to be burned. It seems like such a waste. The owner is 
de a d, and no one knows it is here, it would be a shame to destroy it." 
And next to it he found silver worth 200 shekels and a wedge of gold 
worth fifty shekels. "Why give them to the Lord when his treasury is 
already full," he probably asked hinself. And so he took them and wrapping 
the silver and gold in the coat, he dugg a hole under the rug in his tent 
and buried them there for safe keeping. 

Now Joshua had his instructions from God and he issued the call to have 
the people assembled the following morning. If we put ourselves in Action's 
shoes for a few moments we can ^ncHtaristy perhaps try to see the situation 

hrough his eyes as it were. He along with all of the rest of the Israel- 
ites had heard that someone in the camp had sinned grievously against the 
Lord. He had also heard that the person was to be exposed the next day. 
His mind must have pondered the xst question as to whether he should go and 
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The more 
confess or not. xx he thought about it the more he must have convinced 

'limself that someone else must have done something far worse than he. After 

all he had only taken a worthless garment, to be destroyed anyhow. No one 

knew of this except bth.e members of his immediate family and they had not 

told anyone. It just had to be soemone else. Probably the night seemed 

to never end for Achan, but xx at last the dawn came and the camp began to 

stir. Preparations were being made to hold the great assembly, and people 

were moving to and -Purry fro. But Still achan was uneasy, "What if someone 

had told on him," he probably reasoned. And while his private thoughts 

troubled him the trumpet sounded long and ldmd. People hurried to the 

central area of their encampment. Quickly he surveyed the situation and 

then he must have breathed a sigh of relief, for there were over 600,000 

people here. How could one individual be singled out from this crowd? 

With this inward reassurance Achan walked toward the crowd, and took his 

•^lace among the tribe of Judah. 

But it was at this time that Gpd's Universal Bureau of Investigation 

went to work. First the tribe of Judah was singled out as the tribe in 

which the guilty party Sk±hh was a member. That was strange and perhaps 

Achan' s family drew closer to his side, and looked at him with looks of 

fear. But Achan could very easily have reassured them by saying, "So what, 

that doesn't mean anything. After all, there are 76,000 people in the 

tribe of Judah. Can't you see the impossible task Joshua has in finding 

us in auch a large multitude? Relax, play it cool! 

But even as Achan was trying to reassure his family the trumpfet sounded 

again, and Joshua called out the family of Zerah as containing the culprit. 

"The family of Zerah?" Achan must have asked himself, and his own heart 

must have begun to beat faster. Why that was iks his great-grandfather. 

a himself was one of the family of Zerah. He must have very quickly looked 

over the faces of his uncles and aunts, his cousins, to see if he could 

detect there a guilty face. He must have been thinkingbthat one of them 

had really done something terrible, and why didn't he or she confess it? 
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Again the trumpet sounded, and Joshua called out the family name of Zabdi. 
"'hy this was his own grandfather, Achan must have thought. All eyes turned 
towards his immediate relatives. Surely someone must step forward and confess. 
The little bit Achan had taken was not troubling him, God wasn't worried 
over the few little trophies he had, one of his relatives had done something 
terrible, -but who could it be? 

He glanced up and hot saw Joshua staring intently at him. Should he go 
forward and confess? No, he couldn't do that. What would people think of 
him? 

Again the trumpet sounded, and Joshua called out the family of Carmi. 
His father's family. His own brothers and sisters and their families. 
Achan was probably now terrified. And at last the dreaded moment arrived 
and feKXMHKXKKiiBiixiEKiraEBt his name was called and he found himself standing 
by himself facing Jodhua. 

And Joshua said to him (vs 19). So we read that Achan confessed, and once 
^□ain the G. U.B.I, had done its work. GOD'S Universal Bureau of Investigation 
had gotten the right man. 

We read in Proverbs 15:3^ 3» "The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 

beholding the evil andcthe good." We know from this that God is all seeing 

and all knowing. We may think that we can do things and not be found out, 

but we are only kidding ourselves. Adam and .five did this and this is the 

reason we have sin in the world! King David plotted to have Uriah killed 

so he could have Uriah's wife, and God found him out. Jonah sought to go 

against what God wanted him to do and God found him out. Ananias and 

Achan 
Sapphira lied about a piece of property and were found out much liEe Acinkn 

was. In all of these instances we can see the G. U.B.I, at work. Moses 

aautioned the Israelites that if they did not do as the Lord commanded they 

• re sinning, and he says in Numbers 32:23, "Be sure your sin will find you 

out." In flevelation 20:12 we read, "And the books were opened : and another 

book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 

of those things which were written in the books according to their works." 



Exalt .ye the Lord our G0d» and worship at his 
footstool for He is Holy. 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRJST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost September P2 t lg7U 
Rev, Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs- Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
Pam Fry, Mary Dellen - Acolytes 

order of "orshif i i ioo a.m. 

Prelude Music: "How Lovely Are Thv Dwellings" Lipple 
"Lpyl" Richolson 

Silent Ft-aver 
•Processional Hymn No. 3° "Come, »e wm love the Lord" 
•Ascription - Choral Amen 

*E*RORTAT I riN 

•Confession (In Unison) "Most Holy G^, who does search 

ANP PURITY THE HEARTS nr MENj GRANT US TO KflOW QURBeLveS 

as i ,r E truly are; ofen to us the conpitton nr our souls: 
give us tenltence anr forgiveness f^r our sins, enaole 
us with steadfast resolution to amend our lives; peliver 
us from the captivity of false thoughts anp evil hah i ts , 
that with unity of minp anp peace of conscience we may 
have our full reconciliation with you, anp- ge of the 
olessep. company of all your faithful people^ through 
Jesus Christ our Lorp, AmenJ 1 
•KyrIe (ChoIr, Congregation ane FaStor) 
*Assurance of F arc-on - Choral Amen 
•Fraise 

*Fastors t Lorp open our lips. 

•People: And our mouth shall Show forth thv fraise 
*Doxology No. 551 
Scripture Lesson: Joshua 6: I-2M- 
Hymn No. 30L: "The King of love my Shepherp is" 
*Affirmation of our Faith (Afostles 1 Creep) 
*Gloria Patr I 
*Call to Prayer 

•Pastor: The Lorp he with you. 
'People; ANr with thy spirit, 
•Pastor: Let us Fray. 
♦PftAveR ANr- Prayer Response 
Offering 



Offertohy : "Mep 1 t*t 1 on h Sti ckles 

Anthem: "Hear Our Frayer" (*ith sax ooligatq) 

f1y ruhenbtein 
Sermon: "G,U.9.(. ir 
Prayer ane Lord's Prayer 
*Hymn of Dedication No. P26"Dear Lorp and Father" 
•Benediction anp Three Folp Amen 
Organ FostlupeI "Maestoso" DoIge 

— — - — - — — *Congregat 1 ON StanpING — — — — — — — — 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have oeen placeet nv 
Mrs, H. F, Sawohach in memory of "Mother 1 ' - Mrs. 
E. M. Perri n. 
Serving as Ushers TorAY are: * Raymond Covert, 

Rooert Dellen, Brian Ffahe, Steve Smith., Chris Pfaoe. 
Serving in Nursery today during Morning Worship - 
Mfs . Li NrA McMi llin, Mrs. Jane Armstrong, Elizabeth 
Armstrong. 
The attendance last Sunday was 256. 
Deacon anp Mrs, Alvin Ta i t will represent Council 

AT THE rooft TO n *V. 

- TODAY - 5:30 P.M. - CONGREGATION DINNER - The Senior 
Christians will he honored and they are expected to 
dring nothing. the rest of the congregation please 
rring enough tureenb to compensate for the additional. 
If any of the Senior Christians neeo a ride - please 
contact Bill Pflugh (2S5-6S37) or let us know in the 
office. Dessert aw> oeveRage will ne frhvited. 

* WF NEED SOME MEN TO HELP SET UP THE TABLES IN THE 
UNDERCROFT - right after the Worship Service this 

MORNING. 
THURSDAY ^ 7:30 - CONSTITUTION REVISION CGWITTEE 
MEETTNS. 

t^-Hobpitali «c: Mrs. Amelia Dreher, Dehoraw Mc3ride - 

Ntwjj Mary Jane WeISenstein, M^s. Susam ( PALygR ^Hr i cker 
p_ The Shut-ins are very happy with the tapes from* the 



SuNrAY Services - as you know a larger machine was 

PURCHASED, 30 THAT IT WOULD NOT TAKE AN HOUR TO MAKE 
EACH TAPE. IT IS A GREAT ASSET TO OUR ChURCH. SHOULD 
YOU WISH TO PLACE A MEMORIAL OR A DONATION TOWAROS 
THIB NEW MACHINE - WHAT A TRULY GREAT ANP LIVING 
MEMORIAL IT COULT BE FOR OUR OWN SHUT-INS. 
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Again trump sound, Josh call out fam Carmi 3/ 
• His father's fam, his own faros/sis & faros 
Achan now terrified prob 
Se then at last his name called, he stand B4 Josh 

Jo^.a said 2 &im (vs 19) 
3o read Achan confess & once again G. U.B.I, had 
d, e its work. 

s Univ. Bu* Invest, gotten right man 



le 



d i-roverbs 15:3, (read text) 

ow this God all-seeing/all-knowing 

We may think can do things secretly not found out, 

but we only kid selves. 

Ad & Eve do this « sin came into world 
K. David plot deth Uriah so have Uriah wife, 
God found him out, 
Jonah sot go against G's plan, & G. dound out. 
Ananias Be oapphira lied piece prop Se found out 
much like Achan 

In all these instances we see 3. U.B.I, at work 
Moses cautioned Isites in Hum. 32:23, 
"Be sure your sin will find you out. 

In Hev. 20:12 read: "And the books ..ere opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life": 
: je dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the boots acaorii"j to their worKs." 

Thus we realize we going answer 4 things we do/say 
Think of many modern JCpian much like Achan, 
many quiet conscience false belief G. not nearly 
as particular as Bible make out 2 be. 

Mow often we can hear peop say, " U don't re ally 
be sve G is that partic do II?" 
Or say something lite, "Well , 1 realize isn't exact 
±1X2 M ka J m.ix atoHJt±xgsyxxxxxxxxxx 
what I should have said or done .accord Mb, but it 
was such small thing," 

Or hear, ".iell, it really wasn't an untruth, it 
just little white lie." 

.■/hat tragedy will B some discover our modern ideas 
bout big sins/little sins, just as much out harmony 
with Word of G, as was Achans idea little theft only | 
minor thing. 

G'3 Univ. Bur Invest may know all bout us, but not 
st keep in line, it because intense love 4 us 
tie provided solution 4- oar sin thru Christ 



More he thot , more donvince must £ some 1 else 2/ 
iJome 1 do worse than he. 
After all, only trifles ft he going use 4 family 
Only immediate family knew & they no tell 

Iwl B some 1 else 
& so nite prob seem never end, 
"tnally dawn & camp stir 2 life 
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ireps made great assembly, peop move 2 & fro 



Still, Achan uneasy, "What if some 1 tell?" 
While thots disturb him, trump sound long/loud 
i eop hurry central area encamp. 
Juikly survey sit. & bueath sigh relief 4 there 
over 600,000 peop here 
How could 1 indiv be single out this crowd? 
With this assur Achan took place tribe Judah 

But at this pt G. U.B.I, went work 
Fame dcot Yd & FBI well known, 
but long 3 B 4 God's Univ. Bureau Investigation 
was in operation 

1st trige Judah singles out by Josh. 
This strange 8c perhaps Achan' s family drew closer 
him, look him in fear. 

But Achan reassur with, "So what, after all 76M 
in tribe Judah. Can't U see imposs task Josh has? 
ilelax, play it cool." 
Even as Achan try reassur fam. trump sound again 
Josh call out family Zerah as contain culprit 

Zerah? Achan hart must beat faster. 
Why this great-grandfather, he himself 1 that fam. 
Must quikly look faces aunts/uncles/cousins 
'lilty face. 

ie prob think 1 them did something terrible 
& why he/she no confess? 

Again trump sound, 
Josh call out family of Zabdi, 
Why, this own Grandfather, Achan must thot 
All eyes turn immed relatives. 
Surely some 1 must step 4ward confess. 

Little bit Achan taken not bother him, 
G not worried over few little trophies he take, 
one his relatives done something terrible, 
but who could it be? 

I glance up see Josh stare intently him. 
.jiiould he go ^ward confess? 
No, couldn't do that, What peop think him? 



We told, "If we confess our sin, He is faithful 
just to forgive as o ;r sin and to cleanse us from 
lusness," this T John 1:9, 

an in Heb. 7:25 we read, 

refpre lie is able to save them to the uttermost 
thnt come unto God by ilim, seeing Me ever liveth to 
ni intercession for them." 

Thus we assured we need only ffome 2 Him &. accept 
Him as 1 who redeemed us from our sins, 
& we have not only ^giveners of our sins, 

but communion with Him each day, as:-^tfe strive 

live Xpian life. 



r 



"G.U.3.I." 



"3e sure your sin will find you out," but also 
be sure that G's Univ. Bur. Invest not willing 1 
soul perish. 
So He stand ready receive any &. all who come 2 

Him thru His Son. 

Have U done this? 
i urge u come 2 Him, cast self upon Him, ii ask Him 
2 live in your life. 



"it: Proverbs 15:5, 



'The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding; the 
evil and the good." 

f lustration little boy & God watching him) 
r-erhaps many conjure idea God like this when thin 
G. j,ll-seeing/all-knowing 

4- Scrip red fall Jericho, how Is. took city et all 
B4- battle warned Josh not take riches/riches 4 G» 
All B burned cept gold/silver/brass/iron, 
2B place G's treasury. 

All Is. 2 obey rules, 

but in 7 chap read man tribe Judah, Achan, felt 

could disobey G. & not found out 

Everything start out so innocently. 
Battle Jer. end, all city burned 
all things value taken 4 Lord 

How Is could recup from battles, enjoy measure 
prosp , rest assurance acted accord G's will 
Josh send men spy out Ai, 
when return tell not need all men 2 conquer 

Josh send 3M in battle 
men Ai attack Is, kill J6 
Unknown Josh & Is. G withdrew favor cause Achan 
He steal what should go G's Jreasury. 

Defeat disturb Josh so much we read (vs 6) 

Josh cry to G & said, (vss 7-9) 

G tell Josh what must B done (vss 10-15) 

Now when Achan take beautiful coat styled after 
Babylon garments, must reasoned self, 
"Why let this B burned? What waste. No 1 know 
here, owner prob ded, shame destroy it." 

& next it he find silver worth 200 shekels, 
& gold wedge worth 50 shekels. 
So take wrap in coat, bury in tent under rug. 

Josh issue call peop assemble next AM 
If look sit thru eye Achan, lets put selves his 
place 4 moment. 
[ He herd report some 1 sinned greatly gainst G. 
He also herd person be exposed next AM. 
His mind prob ponder quest whether he should 

go confess or not 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



